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On Monday 2nd March and Friday 5th March, we celebrated our Spring-term English Days at Chinese
YMCA College. Each English Day culminated in an exciting Choral Speaking and Drama Competition in the afternoon assemblies. What made this year
more exciting than usual was the special visit that we had from the Education and Manpower Bureau (EMB). This year the EMB is re-making a video to
promote the Native English-speaking Teacher (NET) Scheme overseas to English teachers in countries like the United Kingdom, Australia, Canada and
New Zealand. Our school was chosen by the EMB as one of three Hong Kong schools to appear in this new promotional video because of the exciting
choral speaking and drama activities that we hold as part of our annual Spring-term English Day celebrations.

On Friday afternoon, the Senior-form classes performed traditional British and American poetry on the stage, dramatizing the verse in modern, creative
ways. The slaying of Lewis Carol’s “Jabberwocky” under the Jubjub tree by the 4E class was a precious sight to see; even more interesting were the 6S
Shepherd’s swains from Christopher Marlowe’s “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love” gyrating
with the dancing shepherd on the stage like back-up singers at a Canto-pop concert. The students
seemed to really enjoy the opportunity to express themselves creatively through English poetry on
the stage.

On the following Monday afternoon, it was time for the Junior-form classes to show the school and
the EMB what they could do. The 1AB class performed the ancient Chinese fable, “The Frog in the
Well”, in which the proud frog painfully learns how insignificant he really is after listening to the turtle.
This was followed by a captivating performance by the 2D class of the Chinese folk tale “Old Man
Yu and the Mountains”.

“Old man who?”

“Old man Yu. The man who moved two mountains!”
Following these drama performances, each S.3 class was given the opportunity to dramatize a
children’s poem on the stage. These poems were easy to dramatize since they were all poems that
tell stories, like “The Owl and the Pussycat” by Edward Lear about how the owl and the pussycat
sail away in a pea green boat and are married by the turkey on the island where the bong tree
grows, or “The Late Passenger” by C. S. Lewis about Noah and his three sons and why the unicorn was not saved from the Great Flood.

In recent years, teaching English through poetry and drama has made the English language programme at
Chinese YMCA College more exciting and rewarding for students. The Oral English lessons, which used to
be taught using course books for examination practice, have been renamed “Creative Expression” lessons
and are now focused primarily on developing students’ presentations skills through Language Arts, including
poetry, short stories and drama. This is the direction that we have been moving in and fortunately it is very
much in line with the direction of the new curriculum reforms.

The representatives from the EMB were pleased with the drama performances that they saw and with all of
the effort on the part of teachers and students that went into them. This will likely become one part of the
promotional video that the EMB is now making to attract more Native English-speaking teachers (NETs) to
Hong Kong and to promote collaboration between local English teachers and NETs. We should feel very
proud and honoured to be recognized by the EMB in this way.
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1C (25) Law Hau Yi, Rosanna 81 Merit 3A (32) So Sze Nga Merit

1C (30) Ng Kwan 81 Merit 3B (26) Lau Wing Man 84 Merit

1D (19) Chan Yu Tak 83 Merit 3D (32) Ng Tan Ha 84 Merit

1D (22) Cheng Shuk Kwan 81 Merit 3D (37) Wong Yuen Yee 84 Merit

1D (35) Ng Ka Wai, Candy 80 Merit 3D (39) Yuen Ching Yi, Yvonne 85 Merit

1E (21)  Cheung Yin Ying, Yvette 82 The Third Place ~ 4A(16) Choi Hoi Yi 81 Merit

1E (27)  HuiNaatKa 80 Merit 4A(19)  Chung Yu Ching 82 Merit

2B (26) Lee Ka Wai 80 Merit 4A (22) Kong Ting Kwan 83 Merit

2C (21) Chan Hiu Ying 80 Merit 4C (18) Chan Sin Man, Cherry 80 Merit

2D (27) Kwok Tsz Ching 82 Merit 4E (33) Leung Ting Yin 83 Merit

2D (38)  Tsoi Tsang Yi 81 Merit 4E (37)  Tam Tsz Kwan 81 Merit

2E (20) Chan Tsz Wun, Jocylin 80 Merit 6A (17) Lee Lai Wa 87 The Second Place

2E (26) Ip Chung Ping 83 The Third Place

2E (41) Yau Mei Yee, Iris 85 The Second Place
IIE_IIEEE-EE- | Class/No.[Name | Marks | _ Prize |

1B (7) Ip-Man Kit Merit 4A (6) Fung Siu Yuen, Jeffrey 88 The First Place

1C (8) Li Man Tik 83 Merit 4E (17) Sy Ki Cheong, John Ryath'. 86 The Third Place

1D (3) Hui Kin Long 83 Merit 4E (23) Yu Yau Chun 83 Merit

2B (18) Tsang Wai Kong 83 Merit 6S (16) Wong Kin Ning, Kim 82 Merit

2D (4) Chung Siu Lun 82 Merit 6S (13) Tong Ka Shing, Stellex 82 Merit

3E (8) Lee Chun Long 83 The Second Place 65 (22) ~ Ho Hiu Yan, Natalie 82 Merit
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