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Principal Yuen, Supervisor Dr. Loi, Members of the School Board, Honorable Guests, Graduates & their families &

friends.

Today is the 50th Speech Day of Chinese YMCA College and surely a great day to all of you graduates.

Thank you for the invitation for me to speak to you.

As we are a bilingual society and | know you are bilingual, | shall address you in English. There will be a Chinese

transcript for your perusal.

Congratulations and my best wishes to each of you on your graduation. Also, | think parents should also be congratu-

lated for supporting you throughout your schooling. For all of you, this means the beginning of something new with

further studies at the tertiary level, careers, lifestyle choices and decisions. Your choices and your decisions affect your

priorities in life, where and how you wish to live.

Decisions involve taking some risks and that is what | want to talk to you about today - about making choices, being

proactive and backing yourself and your dreams and from time to time taking risks in your life.

You will not always be able to fully evaluate potential career or which course you should study. And in your lives, innova-

tion, engagement and sensible risk taking will be essentially part of a successful life either in education or in your career.

How you present and embody these characteristics will be key parts of how your teachers or employers assess you and

how you are ranked in those all important performance evaluation reviews.

It is not as simple as one sports advertisement which says “JUST DO IT” as it involves responsibility for your action.

In a current survey of recently retired people, those surveyed were asked to nominate their greatest regrets. The three

most cited regrets were :

1. Not fully engaging with or being open with their school or work colleagues and peers,

2. Not really or sufficiently enjoying their field of study, work or careers and,

3. The theme of my address - not taking risks in education or career decisions to achieve more than the ordinary, in other - B
words to leave a mark, to do something out of the ordinary. :

You will notice that there was no reference in any of these regrets to money. (to be continued on page 8) — o
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