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Stephen Cooley

At last, the long anticipated English Week 2005 had arrived. The school was decorated like never before, with colorful
English banners, promotional posters, idioms and riddles, common errors made by Hong Kong students, and variations
between standard British and American English. Exposure. English was in the air.

From early morning into lunchtime and all through the afternoon, students were given plenty of opportunities to
make use of their English in enjoyable and authentic ways. For me, it was a bit surrealistic. Suddenly, | was able to
understand the conversations in the corridor between class teachers and their students. Even the corridor chit-chat
among my S.6 students became comprehensible: “Oh no! The bell rang! We're late! Better hurry!" “Oh! Forgot my
homework! What should | do? "Ohhh! Me, too!"

On day one, the senior-form 'Verse on Stage’, assembly was a great success. Each S.4 and S.6 class dramatized
a poem on stage and competed for the prize. The interpretations were imaginative, the costumes creative and the
performances highly entertaining. “Little lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee? "The 6A class won the day
with their artful rendition of William Blake’s poem about childhood and innocence and the wonder of God'’s creations.

Day two was the big day of the junior form choral speaking and drama competition, which took place during the junior form
assembly. The 3C class presented Edward Lear's famous poem for children, “The OWL and the Pussy Cat", while the 3E class
performed "The Unicorn", a popular poem by Shel Silverstein. These creative choral speaking presentations were followed by
drama performances given by the 1E and 2E classes. The IE class put on a wonderful performance of Little Red Riding Hood
about the good little girl "who listened to her mother... most of the time". The final act was the performance of Rumpelstiltskin
by the 2E class, about the poor country girl who becomes the queen and the funny little man with the very long name.
All of the performances were enjoyable to watch and demonstrated that, given the opportunity, our students are
capable of expressing themselves very well in English in fun, meaningful and imaginative ways.

Every day of English Week 2005 was filled with fun and excitement. The morning, lunchtime and after
school activities organized by the English department with the invaluable help of the English Ambassadors gave
our students unending entertainment in English. Games, puzzles and quizzes kept students busy during the
morning reading sessions. Song dedications, variety shows, mini concerts, news broadcasts and charity auc-
tions made lunchtime in the canteen an interesting and exciting culinary experience. The fun and games orga-
nized after school helped bring each day to a successful conclusion. There was also a well-attended book fair in
the school hall and an entertaining film show in the multi-media learning center, not to mention all the wonderful
prizes that were given away to those who participated most actively and spoke English most enthusiastically through-
out the week.

All'in all, English Week 2005 was a great success. The hard work of all the teachers and students involved and the coopera-
tion of the entire school made this English Week one that will surely be remembered in the years to come.
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ing the reading sessions. They spent a lot of time and effort but made
little improvement in English. Some lost their interest in reading and
learning. To remedy this situation, some changes have been made

T h e E n g I IS h M ornin g regarding the reading materials and follow-up comprehension exercises,
Read i n g Sc h eme with the overriding aim to develop students’ English competence and
A - ~0 -

. self-confidence.
T

-

In the current school year, the English Morning Reading Scheme
is run every two cycles in the school calendar before the regular les-
sons begin. The Short Stories for Comprehension series published by
Longman and Shanghai Foreign Language Education Press has been
chosen for students in S.1 - S.4 while the Reading Laboratory Program
designed by Science Research Associates of Chicago is used in S.5 -
S7. All students are required to read the selected articles and do the
exercises on comprehension, vocabulary and English sentence
structure. Students practise at their own pace and afterwards answer

The English Morning keys are provided on the school Intranet.
Reading Scheme is set up
to help students form a good The enormous benefit of extensive reading to students is that they
reading habit, which is a vi- are learning English as they read. Through the high level of exposure
tal part of language learning to the foreign language which reading brings, the language becomes
and mental development. increasingly familiar to them and they can acquire it almost without
Reading, in all its forms, is widely recognized as a key process in acquir- knowing it.
ing language.
It is hoped that this English Reading Programme in the morning
Students who read widely achieve greater fluency in English, and will help our students in three ways - firstly by providing language
gain confidence and pleasure in learning the language. practice, secondly by extending students’ lexical base and thirdly (and
perhaps most importantly) by giving students enormous psychological
Previously, students chose books or newspaper articles to read dur- encouragement - a sense of achievement.
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